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CONGRATULATING TOKAY HIGH
SCHOOL FOR COMPETING IN THE
NATIONAL SCIENCE BOWL

HON. JERRY McNERNEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 7, 2009

Mr. MCNERNEY. Madam Speaker, | am
proud to rise today to congratulate the stu-
dents of Tokay High School in Lodi, California
for winning their regional Science Bowl com-
petition, hosted by the Department of Energy.
The National Science Bowl is an academic
competition testing students’ skills in math and
science. Only 67 high schools from around the
country are asked to participate in this Na-
tional Competition, and Tokay students re-
cently visited Washington, DC to compete in
the national finals. Math, science, and tech-
nology education are keys to our nation’s fu-
ture, and Tokay’s students are an example of
excellence. | hope that Tokay students con-
tinue to participate in the National Science
Bowl and that | see them back next year.

IN TRIBUTE TO DANNY GOKEY

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 7, 2009

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Mr. Danny Gokey,
who over the past several months has cap-
tured the hearts and minds of the entire coun-
try—especially the people of the Fourth Con-
gressional District of Wisconsin.

Danny’s quest to be the next “American
Idol” is a love story. In a sense, it is even
magical. His wife, Sophia, encouraged him to
audition for Idol. Ironically, shortly after his au-
dition he suffered the tragic loss of his beau-
tiful wife, Sophia, at the age of 27. In memory
of his wife, he established Sophia’s Heart
Foundation, whose mission is to make a posi-
tive impact on students’ lives through a Music
and Arts Program. Musical instruments will be
donated to students that otherwise would be
unable to afford them. The Sophia L. Gokey
Scholarship Fund will donate $1,000 scholar-
ships to high school students who face chal-
lenges in pursuing their dreams. In spite of
Danny’s loss, he has continued to perform
courageously and professionally each week
while confronting both physical and mental
challenges presented by this competition.

Danny has been singing since childhood.
Prior to “American Idol”, he served as Praise
and Worship Director for Faith Builders Inter-
national Ministries, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. |
have been told that Danny’s favorite quote is
“unshakeable faith is faith that has been shak-
en”. He has overcome obstacles, personal
tragedies and still continues to work toward
his dream. His love for the church, family,
music and life are an inspiration to all of us.
His musical gifts along with his desire to find
new hope, after experiencing such loss, is in-
spiring.

Madam Speaker, in Milwaukee, there is an
enormous amount of enthusiasm and support
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for our 28-year-old “hometown hero”. | am
honored to pay tribute to this very impressive
young man who Milwaukee views as their very
own “idol”. Go, Danny go!

———

MINORITY BUSINESS ENHANCE-
MENT ACT OF 2009 SUMMARY

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 7, 2009

Mr. RUSH. Madam Speaker, this bill breaks
down barriers for minority and women owned
businesses through amending the Small Busi-
ness Act to allow for greater participation in
the Disadvantaged Business Assistance Pro-
gram. It also makes permanent increases
made by the Obama Administration for greater
bonding capacity in addition to broadening the
definition of contract bundling so that small
businesses are better able to compete for and
secure government contracts.

Modify the Small Business Administration’s
Disadvantaged Business Program to allow for
greater minority participation by raising the
personal net worth (PNW) threshold and al-
lowing firms to complete a federal contract be-
fore losing the assistance of the program.

Make permanent the Surety Bonding Guar-
antee increase made in H.R. 1.

Broaden the definition of contract bundling
to force contracting officers to break up large
contracts to increase small business participa-
tion.

Increase oversight of contract bundling by
allowing the SBA Administrator to review any
contract they feel is bundling and allow OMB
to mediate any disputes between patrties.

Increase the government wide small busi-
ness procurement goal to 25%.

Prohibit contracting officers from coding a
minority business in any more than one other
minority category to make reporting numbers
more accurate.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF DR. GEORGE
VANDE WOUDE

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 7, 2009

Mr. EHLERS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the achievements of Dr. George
Vande Woude. After a long and successful ca-
reer in cancer research, Dr. Vande Woude
has recently decided to retire from his admin-
istrative post, and | appreciate the opportunity
to recognize him and his body of work.

Dr. Vande Woude earned his Master of
Science degree and doctorate from Rutgers
University. Early in his career, he served the
federal government as a research virologist for
the United States Department of Agriculture at
Plum lIsland Animal Disease Center, and
shortly after began a long tenure at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. Initially, he joined
the National Cancer Institute as Head of the
Human Tumor Studies and Virus Tumor Bio-
chemistry Sections. Thereafter, he served in a
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variety of different organizations within the In-
stitute from 1972 until 1999, when he was se-
lected to be the first Director of the newly cre-
ated Van Andel Research Institute in Grand
Rapids, Michigan.

Dr. Vande Woude’s commitment to public
service and improving the health of our nation
has undoubtedly saved many lives. His pio-
neering research has resulted in new ways to
isolate and detect cancer cells, and has led to
earlier treatments and interventions. By identi-
fying the biological players in cancer tumor
progression and development, Dr. Vande
Woude and his laboratory have supported ex-
pansive research which was instrumental in
finding innovative strategies to eliminate harm-
ful cancer cell precursors.

Dr. Vande Woude has made significant and
substantial contributions to our current under-
standing of the molecular biology of cancer.
His career is peppered with many firsts, in-
cluding being the first to use recombinant DNA
technology to isolate certain retroviruses and
compare their behavior. He was first to deter-
mine the structure and sequence of DNA pre-
cursors which are instrumental in the develop-
ment of cancer. His laboratory was first to
demonstrate that a normal gene could be acti-
vated as a cancerous gene. These findings
provided a foundation for the search for active
cancerous cells (oncogenes) in tumors. His
long-term studies of the mos oncogene have
led to the first direct connection between can-
cer cells and the enzymes which regulate cell
cycles. Equally important was his discovery of
the human met oncogene that is involved in a
wide range of cancers and has become a
leading candidate for new cancer therapies.
There are numerous other advancements
which have emerged from Dr. Vande Woude’s
laboratory, all of which have helped the
healthcare community understand how to
combat cancerous tumors and address their
risks even prior to development.

His efforts have gone beyond personal ex-
cellence. Over the years, Dr. Vande Woude
has mentored more than 70 postdoctoral fel-
lows, students, and visiting scientists. By in-
vesting in future generations, he has inspired
countless researchers, and his legacy will last
far beyond his personally prolific research.

Dr. Vande Woude has been honored as an
elected Fellow of both the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences and the National Acad-
emy of Sciences, and is a recipient of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health Merit Award, the
Robert J. and Claire Pasarow Foundation
Award for Cancer Research, and a Lifetime
Achievement Award in Technology Transfer
from the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration. He has also served on advisory
panels too numerous to name and authored
and edited hundreds of research articles and
other publications.

Undoubtedly, “retirement” for Dr. Vande
Woude will be in name only, as he continues
to keep a fierce pace of life and contribute in
a variety of ways to the advancement of
science and the education of future genera-
tions. He will maintain a role at the Van Andel
Institute as a Distinguished Scientific Fellow
and head of the Laboratory of Molecular On-
cology. Grand Rapids has been blessed by his
leadership at the Van Andel Institute, and the
world will note and remember his contributions
to science and education for generations to
come.
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HONORING JACK KEMP

SPEECH OF

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 6, 2009

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | support H. Res.
401, which honors the legacy of former Rep-
resentative Jack Kemp. | became friends with
Jack when we served together in the House of
Representatives from 1976 to 1985. Our
friendship was based on our shared conviction
that low taxes and sound monetary policy are
essential to liberty and prosperity.

Jack is probably best known for the key role
he played in the “supply side revolution” that
led to the tax rate reductions of the early
eighties. However, what | most remember
about Jack was that he was one of the few
politicians | have met who understood how fiat
money harms Americans. Jack was pas-
sionate about reforming monetary policy so
America would again have, as Jack memo-
rably put it, a “dollar as good as gold.” It was
largely due to Jack’s efforts that the Repub-
lican Party platform of 1980 endorsed a return
to the gold standard. Jack’s support was in-
strumental in me being named to the U.S.
Gold Commission in 1982. While | was not al-
ways in total agreement with Jack’s views on
monetary policy, | always appreciated his in-
terest in the issue.

In his later years, Jack was critical of the
idea that the best way to promote human lib-
erty was through an aggressively militaristic
foreign policy. In his 1996 campaign for Vice
President, Jack attacked the Clinton Adminis-
tration’s aggressive foreign policy, famously
quipping that the United States government
should not “bomb before breakfast.” In my last
conversation with Jack, he shared with me his
opposition to the Iraq war.

In conclusion, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port H. Res. 401 and honor the best of Jack
Kemp’s legacy by working for low taxes,
sound money, and a sensible foreign policy.

——

HONORING CHRISTI MORSE
GILBERT

HON. ANDRE CARSON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 7, 2009

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate Christi Morse Gilbert
for receiving the National Childcare Provider
Award. Christi was honored today in the na-
tion’s capital for her unwavering commitment
in providing high quality childcare services to
needy children.

As an educator, Christi was keen on under-
standing the disparities that existed amongst
young children who struggled when they
began grade school. To address this problem,
she quit her job as an elementary school
teacher to become a childcare services pro-
vider for children under the age of five. Her
work focuses on preparing her charges with
the cognitive, social, emotional and physical
skills that they need to be productive.

In order to achieve this goal, Christi has de-
signed a dynamic curriculum that introduces
children to the basics of mathematics and the
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sciences through fun experiments and hands-
on activities. She has exposed her pupils to
the different cultures around the world through
music and other extracurricular activities.

Christi is an accomplished woman who has
opened her home and her heart to Indianap-
olis area families, so that our children are able
to grow and learn in a nurturing environment.
| applaud her for her dedication to ensuring
that the needs of young children are met.

Madam Speaker and esteemed colleagues,
| urge you to join me in thanking Christi Morse
Gilbert for her ceaseless efforts as an educa-
tor and childcare provider.

TAIWAN

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 7, 2009

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, | am delighted
to learn that the Republic of China (Taiwan)
has now been invited to participate in this
year's World Health Assembly meetings in Ge-
neva. With the rapid spread of infectious dis-
eases around the globe, Taiwan should have
been included in the global health network a
long time ago. Also, my best wishes to Presi-
dent Ma Ying-jeou on his first anniversary in
office this May 20th.

| hope that Taiwan will soon be able to par-
ticipate meaningfully in the activities of all
United Nations specialized agencies. Taiwan’s
international participation will most certainly
encourage even faster cross-strait dialogue
and permanent peace in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion.

Madam Speaker, congratulations to the peo-
ple of Taiwan and to their president Mr. Ma
Ying-jeou on this important diplomatic break-
through. This is Taiwan’s first participation in a
formal United Nations activity since 1971
when it withdrew from the United Nations.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE “SECURITY
AND FAIRNESS ENHANCEMENT
(SAFE) FOR AMERICA ACT”

HON. BOB GOODLATTE

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 7, 2009

Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to introduce the bipartisan “Security and
Fairness Enhancement (SAFE) for America
Act.” This much-needed legislation eliminates
the controversial visa lottery program, through
which 50,000 aliens are chosen at random to
come and live permanently in the United
States based on pure luck. The visa lottery
program threatens national security, results in
the unfair administration of our nation’s immi-
gration laws, and encourages a cottage indus-
try for fraudulent opportunists.

Because winners of the visa lottery are cho-
sen at random, the visa lottery program pre-
sents a serious national security threat. A per-
fect example of the system gone awry is the
case of Hesham Mohamed Ali Hedayet, the
Egyptian national who killed two and wounded
three during a shooting spree at Los Angeles
International Airport in July of 2002. He was
allowed to apply for lawful permanent resident
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status in 1997 because of his wife’s status as
a visa lottery winner.

The State Department’s Inspector General
has even weighed in on the national security
threat posed by the visa lottery program. Dur-
ing testimony before the House Committee on
the Judiciary, the Office of Inspector General
stated that the Office “continues to believe
that the diversity visa program contains signifi-
cant risks to national security from hostile in-
telligence officers, criminals, and terrorists at-
tempting to use the program for entry into the
United States as permanent residents.”

Even if improvements were made to the
visa lottery program, nothing would prevent
terrorist organizations or foreign intelligence
agencies from planting members in the U.S.
by having those members apply for the pro-
gram. As long as those individuals do not
have previous criminal backgrounds, these
types of organized efforts would never be de-
tected, even if significant background checks
and counter-fraud measures were enacted
within the program.

Usually, immigrant visas are issued to for-
eign nationals that have existing connections
with family members lawfully residing in the
United States or with U.S. employers. These
types of relationships help ensure that immi-
grants entering our country have a stake in
continuing America’s success and have need-
ed skills to contribute to our nation’s economy.
However, under the visa lottery program, visas
are awarded to immigrants at random without
meeting such criteria.

In addition, the visa lottery program is unfair
to immigrants who comply with the United
States’ immigration laws. The visa lottery pro-
gram does not expressly prohibit illegal aliens
from applying to receive visas through the pro-
gram. Thus, the program treats foreign nation-
als that comply with our laws the same as
those that blatantly violate our laws. In addi-
tion, most family-sponsored immigrants cur-
rently face a wait of years to obtain visas, yet
the lottery program pushes 50,000 random im-
migrants with no particular family ties, job
skills or education ahead of these family and
employer-sponsored immigrants each year
with relatively no wait. This sends the wrong
message to those who wish to enter our great
country and to the international community as
a whole.

Furthermore, the visa lottery program is
wrought with fraud. A report released by the
Center for Immigration Studies states that it is
commonplace for foreign nationals to apply for
the lottery program multiple times using many
different aliases. In addition, the visa lottery
program has spawned a cottage industry fea-
turing sponsors in the U.S. who falsely prom-
ise success to applicants in exchange for
large sums of money. lll-informed foreign na-
tionals are willing to pay top dollar for the
“guarantee” of lawful permanent resident sta-
tus in the U.S.

The State Department’s Office of Inspector
General confirms these allegations of wide-
spread fraud in a September 2003 report.
Specifically, the report states that the visa lot-
tery program is “subject to widespread abuse”
and that “identity fraud is endemic, and fraud-
ulent documents are commonplace.” Further-
more, the report also reveals that the State
Department found that 364,000 duplicate ap-
plications were detected in the 2003 visa lot-
tery alone.
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